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Program purpose described in

2014 NASA Science Plan

1. Discover planets around other stars 

2. Characterize their properties 

3. Identify candidates that could 

harbor life

ExEP serves the science community and 

NASA by implementing NASAôs space 

science vision for exoplanets

https://exoplanets.nasa.gov

NASAôs search for habitable planets and life beyond our solar system



ExEP is a Program Office within the NASA 

Astrophysics Division
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Kepler Mission Management

Manager ïK. Short (acting)

Program Office 

(JPL)

PM- Dr. G. Blackwood

DPM- K. Short

Chief Scientist ïDr. K. Stapelfeldt

Chief Technologist ïDr. N. Siegler

WFIRST Project  

(GSFC)

PM ïK. Grady

DPM ïC. Peddie

PS ïDr. J. Kruk

Program Science Office

PCS- Dr. K. Stapelfeldt

DPCS- Dr. E. Mamajek

Program Technology

(JPL)

MgrïDr. N. Siegler

Deputy ïDr. Brendan Crill

NExScI (Caltech)

Ex DirïDr. C. Beichman

DD ïDr. D. Gelino

Chief ScientistïDr. D. Ciardi

MgrïDr. R. Akeson (acting)

Kepler Project 

(ARC)

PM ïC. Sobeck 

PS ïDr. N. Batalha

PS (K2) ïDr. J. Dotson

Program Engineering Office

Chief Engineer

K. Warfield

LBTI Project

PM ïDr. P. Willems, JPL

PI ïDr. P. Hinz, UA

PS ïDr. C. Gelino, Caltech

Coronagraph Instrument 

(JPL)

PM ïDr. M. Frerking

DPM ïDr. F. Zhao

PS ïDr. J. Rhodes

DPS - Dr. L. Moustakas

Program 

Communications

(JPL)

MgrïA. Biferno

Universe of Learning

(JPL)

MgrïA. Biferno Co-I

NN-EXPLORE Project

PM ïDr. J. Callas, AD, JPL

PI - Dr. S. Mahadevan, PSU

PS ïDr. R. Capps, JPL

Program Business Admin 

Office

Mgr- R. Lemus

Starshade Technology 

Project 

(JPL)

PM ïDr. J. Ziemer

Business Operations

Resources ïB. Nomoto

Schedule ïG. Luzwick

WFIRST Mission Management

Manager ïA. Comberiate

Business Mgr. ïS Keasler

Program Analysis Group

(ExoPAG)

Dr. A. Boss, EC chair

Technical Analysis Committee

(ExoTAC)

Dr. A. Boss, chair



Enables Science Today and Tomorrow
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Scope: Projects and Tasks



Dark Energy, Infrared Surveyé and Alien Worlds

Wide Field Infrared Survey Telescope (WFIRST)

Å WFIRST in Phase A

Å All technology milestones were met on 

time

ïFive for IR Detector, now at TRL 6

ïNine for Coronagraph, now at TRL 5

Å Actively studying making WFIRST 

starshade-ready. 

Å Reviews for SRR/MDR: delayed to allow 

independent external review

Å https://www.nasa.gov/feature/nasa-taking-

a-fresh-look-at-next-generation-space-

telescope-plans

8Credit: NASA/GSFC
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Announced by NASA March 20

Astrophysics Probe Mission Concepts

Å 10 proposals selected for mission concept studies 

ï PI-led science team 

ï NASA mission design labs at JPL and GSFC.  

ï Results will be provided to 2020 Decadal 

Committee

Å 2 exoplanet studies were ñpartiallyò selected:

ï Peter Plavchan: develop the science case for 

space PRV mission. 

ï Sara Seager: update starshade rendezvous 

mission concept.

Å The ExEP and PCOS / COR programs are facilitating 

all ten studies by supporting the PIs throughout the 

study and more specifically assisting the PIs in 

executing their design lab studies.
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